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Synopsis

A youngA girlA and her grandmother celebrate their home andA relationshipA in this magical story.
Winner of theA Parents’ ChoiceA Award!Come join Rosalba and her grandmother, her abuela, on a
magical journey as theyA fly over the streets, sights, and people of New York City which sparkles
below. The story is narrated in English,A and sprinkled with Spanish phrases asA Abuela points out
places that they explore together. The exhilaration inA Rosalbaa ™sA and Abuela’s story is
magnified by the loving bond that only a grandmother and granddaughter can share.Also available
in a Spanish-language edition (ISBN: 978-0-14-056226-2)"A book to set any child dreaming...any
reader can handle it, whether familiar with Spanish or not. It's just joyful."-The New York Times* "A
marvelous balancing of narrative simplicity with visual intricacy...the city is transformed into a
treasure trove of jewels, dazzling the eye, uplifting the spirits."a “The Horn Book (starred review)A *
"Each illustration is a masterpiece of color, line, and form that will mesmerize youngsters...The
smooth text, interspersed with Spanish words and phrases, provides ample context clues...a
jewel."a “Bookilist (starred review)"Dorros’s text seamlessly weaves Spanish words and phrases into
the English narrative, retaining a dramatic quality rarely found in bilingual picture

books"a "Publisher's WeeklyA An ALA Notable BookAn NCSS-CBC Children’s Trade Book in the
Field of Social StudiesA Library of Congress Children’s Book of the YearAn American Booksellers
Pick of the Lists selectionA BooklistA Editor's ChoiceA Horn BookA Fanfare ListingWinner of the
Parent’s Choice AwardA Hungry Mind ReviewA Children’s Books of Distinction List selectionA New

York Public Library 100 Titles for Reading and Sharing selection
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Customer Reviews

It's hard to resist the charms of a picture book filled to brimming with tiny fabulous details in a vast
cityscape. It's probably one of the reasons | love books like, "Who Needs Donuts?" by Mark
Stamaty or James Warhola’s, "Uncle Andy’s" so much. Usually books of this nature are very
precise. They hide delicate little intricacies on each and every page, just waiting for the viewer to
find them. Yet I've never read a picture book that contains such remarkably colorful embellishments
as | have in Arthur Dorros’ 1991 treasure, "Abuela". Taking a standard fantasy of wishing to fly,
author Dorros and illustrator Elisa Kleven have given us a remarkable journey above a world too
complex to capture in a single book. To read this book is to experience something beautiful. Rosalba
is quite close to her Grandmother or "Abuela" as she is called in Spanish. The two often go on
enjoyable trips around and about town, just for the heck of it. On this particular day, the woman and
the girl go to the park (Central Park, by the look of it) to feed the birds. It's there that Rosalba begins
to speculate a little. What if the birds picked her up and started flying away with her? What if her
Abuela simply leapt into the sky and flew too? The birds gone, the two could soar above factories,
trains, people, and workers. What follows is a story in which Rosalba describes the path the two
could take while skimming across the sky. They wave to the people and visit the Statue of Liberty.
They race the sailboats, hitch a ride with an airplane, and hug on a cloud. In the end, the two are
back in the park and they decide to go on another adventure in a boat. "Vamos" Abuela says, and

she takes her granddaughter’s hand.

In the book & ceAbuelaa « by Arthur Dorros, readers meet a young girl named Rosalba whose vivid
imagination take her and her grandmother on an animated adventure throughout the city. Rosalba
and her Abuela share a love for each other and their love of imagination. The creative two ladies
take young readers on a journey with the help of vibrant and colorful imagery. On a trip to the park
Rosalbad ™s wonders what would happen if she could fly like the birds, readers soon leap into the
sky and begin flying all over the city. When flying over the city, readers see the diversity of the

people waiting for the bus, they sail with the nearby ships, watch people unload the ships, see them



unload items that her Abuela grew up with, they fly over the Statue of Liberty, and fly with the
airplanes. At the very end Rosalba visits some family members and then ends up back where she
started, at the park. As Rosalba and her Abuela walk by the lake in the park, her Abuela decides to
go on a boat ride, and yet again another adventure begins.| believe the book a ceAbuelaé ¢ is an
amazing book to promote in the classroom because multiculturalism is shown throughout the book.
One way multiculturalism is shown is that there are not just white kids. Even though it is a Hispanic
based book, you see all types of different skin tones throughout the book. This way everybody is
included in the story while learning about a culture that is different from their own. Another way
multiculturalism is shown is that there is a mix between the English and Spanish language. Both
languages are shown in the book and in the back there is a glossary of the Spanish words spoken.
The glossary also shows how to pronounce a word if a reader is not familiar with it.
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